Geograghy is not one of
+he E,aneS"’ Su‘u‘ec"‘j "‘o
wrap yout head atound.

+the lack of knowlaéje
of geography.

But back in the early 90%
o National Geo‘ym‘:hic survey
had many pespie alarmed ot

o

1 ' 4 Amu.‘c:ms were wnable
$o locate +he Soviet Union
or *he Pacific Ocean.
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¥ Rabinovitz, Tonathan, “The Case of the
Game-Show Ploy.” T he New York Times.
The New York Times, 05 QOct. 1991.

So in response +he Pablic
Broadcasting Service (PBS)
Created o game show that
combined fan zaniness with

lessons about 9¢ Ojl’ﬂ\fh)/.




T+ was leosely based on the
computer game of the same
Name. la)' Broderbund Software.

Every episode one of Carmen’s
crooks would steal &
recions artfact of some sort——

like the Empire State Building.

And 3 “gumshoes”(10-14 year olls)
would compete o catch

the crook € get the chance
+o nab Carmen 5«nJ-‘ejo.

The First round was a
trivia rowad where +he kids
would be given clue s

to o location +he crook
has Fled +o0 & 3 different
0€+ion$ of where +he crook is.

But +he clues were given via
comedy sketches as opposed

to having them just read out
like on J-eorarJ},.

And while these sketches make
the content more interesting
they can sometimes distrack
people from learning +he
geography facts ‘H'vcy are
+r7-'ﬂj o teach.




1t Yhe end of the Lst vound +he gumshoe with

A 9
the lowest Score is eliminated & the ofFher 2 move on.

Who Cares [
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The 2 gumshees plc\ye,d a
Concentration game +o tryd
£ind “4he loot, the warrant
&+he crook”in that ordef.

Unfortunately geogvaphy
know)eéje doesn’t veally play
[+N FAY“)’ " +h;5 YOVU\J.

While a good sense of memory
is important, it is often

damb Tuck Hhat wins +he c,aky
& doesn’t o\lwayS Yeward Fhe
3»\M5hoe, who did better
with the geograpghy guestions.

But ofter the crook has been
Cku.’h"’/ its Yime For the
winner +0 go o the bonus round.




Each episode the gumshoe
had to locate 7-8 locations
on o floor map of &
continent with o iadgg marKer.

Which is cotehing
Coarmen Sanéiejo.

Oh yeah & there is a 45 second The bonus round was so
time limi+, which turns +this vound physically intense that one
from hard +o gruesomely difficult. gumshoe broke her arm

during the Yound, causing the
epis ode to never air ¥

* Marcws, Lilli4, “42 ‘\’hm’s'Kuv» Might Not Kaow

about Carmen Sandiego.” Meatal Floss.
47 June,2.015.

he kids, who did cateh Carmen got o
p Yo anywhere in North America!¥
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¥The ficst seasons prize was a irip anywhere in the Continental us.




Grej Lees was ijemT host+ for
& children’s game show. He was
patient & understanding with the
child contestants. And he was

o pretty Funn/ guy +oo.

But o major plus For +he show
was +he cast i+ had,
like host Greg Lees.

And Greg had o great portner in She & Greg played well of fof
comedy with “The Chief”’ each other in Mmany skeiches £
e\ayad 57 actress L)/nne, Th.‘jPen, J‘.sgla\yeé 5rud‘ commedic chemistry.

But the cast members wheo pro LaUy had +he greatest jmpact
on the memories of Many kids was the aCo\feHAj(o\xr Rockapella.




Rockapello provided lod's of music The Show ran from 199141998
for the Show, H\c’v\()i/\ﬁ the & had 5 seasons, MaKing it one
show's Memorable theme song. of +he longest running

children’s g9ame shows.

And it's easy to See why
;'\’ Yan Fo(‘ So ’a/}j (f why
FQO("C who gvew up with
the show Yemember it fondly.

O Even though +he show
had it Flaws, i+ was « fun

way to inspire Kids 4o

W) learn their 9eography.

But now +hat +he comic

is nearly done, you know

what to do...




